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Migration by itself is not a phenomenon that is recent and typical only for this modern/ nowaday’s 

society. Migration by its nature is a natural part (both a reason and a result) of the societal life for 

centuries. Depending on the ways the histories of different countries have developed, lots of 

countries have experienced it in some certain moments of their existence and development. Just 

lately altogether with the changes in political area, what leads to easier migration inside the 

European Union or to other countries (f. e. USA, Australia), migration itself have reached another 

level and leads to another kind of problems then before.  

People who are seeking for better conditions of their lives, for a better “living” in the social context 

become both pawns and supporters of labour migration out of their native country, also from one 

“foreign” country to another one. In this essay I am not seeking to analyse the problems, obstacles 

and disatvantages this moving of Europeans in between different countries creates, - it is not a 

topic of this paper. In this paper I am trying to understand the essence and the influence of the 

longitudinal (duration more then three months) labour migration which leads to separating each 

from other the members of the families. I want to discuss not about the migration process as an 

object but more about the problem of the One – the child who is left by both parients-labour 

migrants; and to discuss this problem through the analysis of relationship in between the members 

of a family and forward-looking to the future of the society which members these meantime 

children will be.  

My thoughts are based on the problem of the research which is expressed by four questions:  

• What is the hypothetical influence of the migration processes on the changes of the relationship 

between the members of the family? 

• What is the family in the context of migration processes? 

• Who is the “father/ mother” de facto in the family where parients have left for the work abroad? 

• To what identity of the kid (the future adult) it leads? 

The structure of the essay is based on the answers to those questions. The main idea of the paper 

is mainly influenced by ideas of McDonald (1996). While talking about the theoretical prerequisites 

for an inquiring the demographic life transitions in general, author states that: 

 



“at the broadest level and from the perspective of demographic life transitions, the spheres of a 

person’s life can be defined as: the self; the intimate; and the social. Each of these aspects of the 

person interacts with his or her social environment to provide the context in which decisions are 

made“ (McDonald, 1996).  

 

In my paper I declare that a problem of a child who is left by parents- labour migrants is a result of 

individual decisions. In my opinion migration is the process that is based on the individual, private 

decisions of the parents where child participates more as second row then first row participant, but 

the child is the one who feels and experiences the results of it. Those decisions parents made 

influence the construction of the child’s identity (the Self, according to McDonalds (1996)), his/ her 

meanwile and future relationships with the closest environment - family members  (the Intimate 

sphere) and the structure of the family from the individual and social points of view (the Social 

sphere). Following these directions I seek to develop and to explain my ideas.  

 

References:  
 
1. Baum D. (2005). The Relationship between Social and Spatial Exclusion in an Urban Context: Consequences for 

the Development and the Behaviour of Young People / In Children, Young people and families. Rome, 2005. ISBN 
88-430-3265-8, pp. 83 – 98. 

2. Berg A., Michailidis M. P. (2005). Single Mothers and the Effects of Intensive Aid on the Quality of Their Lives: The 
Examples of the Netherlands and Cyprus/ In Children, Young people and families. Rome, 2005. ISBN 88-430-3265-
8, pp. 99 –119. 

3. Freitas M. J., Friesenhahn G. J., Frost E., Michailidis M. P. (2005).  Introduction Children, Young People and 
Families in a European Context/ In Children, Young people and families. Rome, 2005. ISBN 88-430-3265-8, pp. 9-
23. 

4. Johnsson I. (2003). Policy Perspectives on Changing Intergenerational Relations/ Social Policy & Society, 2:3, 
241–248 United Kingdom, Cambridge University Press DOI:10.1017/S1474746403001313, pp. 241 – 248. 

5. McDonald P. (1996). Demographic life transitions: an alternative theoretical paradigm/ Health Transition Review, 
Supplement, 6, 1996, 385-392. 

6. Powell J. L. (2005). Aging and family policy: a sociological excursion/ Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare, 
June, 2005, Volume XXXII, Number 2; pp. 63 – 74. 

 


