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Social work is challenged by the social, structural and economic ruptures in the 
rapidly changing European societies. This raises inevitably the question of its 
professional identity. It faces not only growing competition from other professions, but 
also uncertainties concerning its areas of specialization. It is also confronted with the 
divisive effects of neo-liberal modernization policies. Social work’s future identity 
depends on its ability to achieve political acceptance for its reflexive self-definition 
which corresponds to the quality requirements and stands up to prevailing social 
challenges. 
For this purpose a yardstick needs to be found for a critical analysis of social work 
both in relation to its functions and to its practical stance against the reproduction of 
social inequality. In particular, the problem of finding a normative basis needs to be 
addressed as a precondition for designing an action framework for problem-oriented 
interventions. Thus, the issue concerns problems of professionalization and 
organization on the one hand and political empowerment of the service users on the 
other hand.  
This relates to the question of how a model of critical social work can be 
substantiated and how practice can confront the growing tendencies in market-
oriented social policies, defining self-responsibility as a task for service users as 
individuals. As a result, in all countries one can observe an increase in the number of 
people affected by poverty and unemployment with particularly devastating 
consequences for children and young people.  
Against this background, the question has to be answered which model of identity 
social work can develop to assert itself against structures dominated by criteria of 
efficiency, effectiveness and very often driven by managerialistic power positions? 
Can social work achieve a return to critical, effective and sustainable discourses in 
the political arena over issues of ‘enabling justice’ and promote concrete 
opportunities for the realization of such goals for all disadvantaged groups?  
TISSA 2011 invites scholars and practitioners from different countries to share their 
experiences and a vision of professional identity which will have an impact on current 
social policies and promote participative welfare initiatives. 
 
All colleagues are cordially invited to send an abstract (1-2 pages) to the TiSSA 
coordinator: hansuwe.otto@uni-bielefeld.de . Submissions can either represent 
reflected practical experiences, empirical research or theoretical concerns. A 
scientific committee will evaluate all incoming abstracts. Presentations will be limited 
to max. 20 minutes.  Points for subsequent discussions are welcome. For all 
colleagues intending to give a paper either for the TiSSA Plenum or for the 
PreConference of PhD-Network the deadline for the announcement of the abstract is 
June, 15 th, 2011. 


