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Self images of professionals in the co-operation between youth welfare services 
and school

Besides systematic knowledge and professional empiric knowledge normative ideas form a main 

part  of  professional interpretation patterns. Possibilities and limits, which professionals  attribute 

their own guild influence perception and realization of their own mission of action on a large scale 

(e.g. Münch 2009, 74).

In the co-operation between youth welfare services and school different professions meet. Despite 

the same aim group they have their own specific perception of realizing the educational mission. 

Due to that the language of professionals in this field is formed by the same terms but definitions of 

these terms are partly even opposing each other. 

Different  self  images of  school  and youth  welfare  professionals  are based on this  experience 

(Luthe  2009,  72).  But  co-operation  can  only  be  successful  once  an  interdisciplinary  mode  of 

professional dealing with different self images exists (Kohlmeyer 2007, 150; Müller  2007, 209). 

Guidelines from welfare state model discussions to rephrasing political control strategies on the 

municipal level influence this mode. 

Through  professional  support  during  the  construction  of  a  social  area  oriented  educational 

landscape in a German community I want to show which self images exist, how they act, which 

(local)  political  control strategies have an effect and how professionals shape the co-operation 

between youth welfare and school under these circumstances (Lohre 2007, 43). 
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